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ctors, not one of" vi^oHvwaS 
ts — Weelum was a^o^ -perfert 

one, might have «— ^"^ ^"r '^y 
•e now resting «-'='-°' ""'' 
Durth, if he ever st«-c»U see 
I never identify hitm^Glf- 

to thank my reacJe*-'-^^ and 
al professsion fo'' ^^ /'^cep- 
Doctor of Drumtochtj^ 
irs I have desired to ^^ay 

class whose service to tfte 
;nown to eveiy counOymj/!, 
 had gone forth ^ j^art 
ight have been j^,^. , , 
of letters i„ ^^"^ \ 
tward ro„gh„^3 ;<><. •"<■ 
biographer „„, . *»«>»"• 
" able to obscu,,V'"°"- 

won all honest I 

ho "-^^ognition o^"'- ""'' 

*■«■• From an " ""•" 
"aUpattsofthe 
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^ VOC^^^^ ^F THE OLD SCHOOJL 

-They wo^^ th^^^ foiacks at a funeral, re^rfus- 
J^ g to cover ^^^xn with anything. ^^^ of 

*^specl: to t3ae <i^ceased, and standing loi-^^^ 
^ ^t Vti tV\e kitkvard when the north \^%nd 
^^ blowing across a hundred miles oi 
^ow. If the ram was pouring at the Jurv^^ 
j^n, tlien Drumtochty stood two minute:^ 
^^Hger through sheer native dourness tiji 
^ch man had a cascade from the tail of 
.-^j5 coat, and hazarded the suggestion, half. 
^^^y to Kildrummie, that it had been '* a 
^it scrowie," a "scrowie" being as far short 
^f a " shoor " as a '* shoor " fell below " weet." 
This sustained defiance of the elements 
provoked occasional judgments ^^ the shape 
of a -^ hoast " (cough), and the head of the 
house was then exhorted by his women folk 
to "change his feet" if he haci happened 
to walk through a burn on his way home 
and was pestered generally ^?vrith sanitary 
precautions. It is right to add that the 
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tempt, re 

inacy of towT\s, l^xat: 
for Drumtoclity . 
stones on tVie rosLd 
fair, suinmer andL 
to retire from 
he spent t:en yea-rs 
tiness axid criticising^ 
ordinary oouirse of 
\e;Tvted mirxcis, >Aras 
N^ork till seventy, SLTxdL then to 
"orra** jofes well into tlier Gi^h' 
"sVipawsL'* w^itliin sigrlrt: of rtirtGi 
gjbove nine1:y vv^ere understood to 1 
themselves v^itli credit, 3,xid a,sst 
iithority, brusliing aside tlie 
g^ty ats irrimature, a,Tid cor 
^/•lusions Avith illustrations d/ 
A of IsLSt century. 
^^VV^l^^^ Hillocks' brother so 
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>». DOCTOR OF THE OLD SCHOOl' 

to " slip awa " at sixty, tJiat 'wort^^y 

-' lized, and offered la^oM^ed 

le " beerial." 

jusiness ony wy ye Joc*^^ ^ ''- 
le us a'. A' never hear-^ tell 
oor family afore, an' »t'^ "o 
r't. 

; was sayin' he wes never ^« 
nicht he lost himsel on f/?,^- 
below a bush ; but that's 
 there. A'm thinkin' he- 
tution tiiae twa years he wes 
land. That wes thirty y^^^g 

'ae for- 



ever the same aifter tJia 



itened patiently to Hii 
not satisfied. ^"'ocks' 

vers about the muir 
leepit cot and never. 

•^ been a 

England michthae dune the 



;^ ^t.<^^ S-ver cor^^ :^ 

'°°' but ^* ioP*^ t lost Or. ^ ^ed fc,^ 

tae place, » ^ 1^*V"^ ^^c*' ^^l^ *>.-** ^® 



.place. V>-^ J^ txiP^ Vci:, ^^s. ,^^H ^ 
.eifhe^ed^ta<^, ' V^^^" .T'^^ W^ ^ 
Drums afte^ ^ ^^"^^ a ^'' .''^^t^^^ 
lamentable *»^^ ^^i^ ^^ 

character. ^o^/' .^^e to fortn; ..^*^»^e 

after ov ^-^jU^ f^c^^- ^^na 

^ere waur ^^e *** ^g audacity t^^ 

^0, " *nd ^^ i^illocks was sittin . ^ 

^ost-officeooe the''^^" %^. *^ce was 

^ , ^ afld ^ , -^t of discourse ». 

rtiy letters, ao gubjec*^ *e ^^s the 

. ^ His s . ,, t,reer, but h^ 

blazing red. ^^^^p ^^ ^ tie casu- 

prospects of the ^^ 
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yen's him "" °We as J %,, 

11.= doctor n,,„^^ '»*^^^°' 

back on sight, aod « «ag„„,;^ 
admirable claarne^ ^'eda, '«„„"'* hc,^ 

^■•".•ab„Mt„ "'Vfe, "> 

'"•^ "■- Wt, a„. °« i^n^e ^^ °='" fe.e be 
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A GENERAL PRACTn 

retreating figure with medical 
simple and practical character. 



tae mind anither in the hale pairish." 

Hillocks' wife informed the kirkyaird 

the doctor " gied the gudeman an awfu' cU 

in'," and that Hillocks "wes keepin' t 
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beyond all necessity. But he could rise 
faster, stay longer in the saddle, and had a 
firmer grip with his knees than any one I ever 






THE OLD SdHoOt 



*^0\t^ L VI 



auA ^ 

way t° 

flung 

horse 

the i 

the I 

"■V 

haet: 

thate 

meen 



hour," said Jamie Soutar, who had been at 
the threshing, " an' a'U never forget the puir 
lad lying as white as deith on the floor o' 



iPCXOR. Qj^ ^^^ ^^^ SGHOOI. 

' e>^ ^ *^ ^^ see him come intae the 

^^^ ^^^' ^^^^irs; the verra look o' him 

,VvC^^,^ ^yO^^^stn slipped off in the enthusi- 
^'^V^ remmiscence, and he expressed the 
-tf^ °^ ^ prumtochty . No one sent for nviac- 

"""^^ ^^rage ^^ linking hearts. But this was 



by the gf**^® °^ ^*s appearance, or the ad- 



put 

not -^ 

vantage of a good bedside manner. A tall, f 

e-aunt loosely made man, without an ounce of 
superfluous flesh on his body, his face burned 
a dark brick color by constant exposure to the 
weather, red hair and beard turning grey, hon- 
est blue eyes that look you ever in the face, 
huge hands with wrist bones like the shank of 
a ham, and a voice that hurled his salutations 
across two fields, he suggested the moor rather 

30 
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cut into his right eyebrow and 
such a sinister expression, was got 
Jess slipped on the ice and laid him 
eight miles from home. His limp 
le big snowstorm in the fifties, when 
missed the road in Glen Urtach, and 
;d together in a drift. MacLure 
ith a broken leg and the fracture of 
but he never walked like other men 
e could not swing himself into the 
lout making two attempts and hold- 
mane. Neither can you " warstie " 
le peat bogs and snow drifts for forty 
thout a touch of rheumatism. But 
honorable scars, and for such risks 
:n get the Victoria Cross in other 

■e got nothing but the secret af- 

the Glen, which knew that none 

lone one-tenth as much for it as this 

twisted, battered figure, and I have 



At, 

tan t,-^tl, 
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A I>OCXOR OF THE OLD SCHOOL 

him gettin' a tear ahint, when he was crossin* 
'>or palin', and the mend's still veesible. 

'* Ithers declare 'at he's gat a, ^wab o' claith, 
nd 1^^^ ^ new pair made in Muirtown aince in 
trvv^ year maybe, and keeps them in the 
fdi^^ till the new look wears afifl 
<^ Ji'or ma ain pairt," Soutar used to declare 
^f canna mak up my mind, but there's ae 
nS ^"^^' ^^^ Glen wud not like tae see him 
'\\oot them : it wud be a shock tae con- 
^nce. There's no muckle o' the check left 

ye can aye tell it, and when ye g^^ ^, 

,ks comin' in ye ken that if human pooer 

save yir bairn's life it 'ill be dune." 

he confidence of the Glen—and tributarv 

.3__was unbounded, and rested partly <3 

^^perience of the doctor's resources an^ 

^^ his hereditary connection. ' 



n^ father was here afore him," M. . 



^sed to explain ; *' atween them Ji. ^^- 



^ountyside for weel on tae a ^^ ^^'^ 
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Xlc^. sound CaWinistic , 
■' for the doctor, that f ""' "^ut .m, 
dee, he can aye k"^ Whether y.'^^ 11 
. the skin. ^P ^P a sha ^« 

.t he's no veera ce • '*'^'^~ 

there's naethin- ""^^^^^ ^»^ Ve k . 

.ventures of ^^ K "^^^ ofjv^^^- ^ac- 
,i^ht -l^'ch HiUoek3^;; Hopp3. 

^opps laddie af ^^^ the 

:U^y hed to ^j. ^ S*-<^Sarts (^ 

an' h- Writes .^J ^^^ ^^un u *^^^> an' 

Weel, MacL^^^ "'^ a 3^^ J 

xepherd s wife ji ^^^en aw 

ewithootdrawi^.^^^^'th Mry ^^^' ^icht w. 

, horse he cud hard,; ^^jnci^he' he orie3: 

40 ^^d 



^x"HE OLD scnoon- 

^ mile tae loolc aifter. 
tr*.^ wi" yir laddie but 
^*= dose o' castor ail and 
u^y^' an' he 'ill be a' riciit 

*=«^tor oil, doctor. We 
^x-barous medicines.' 
edicines hae ye noo ia 

IZ> :»^ - TWTacLure, we're homce- 
r^r:»-3^ little chest here/ and 

,_£- *a.i:s boxy. 
- JV^:a.cI.ure sits doon and 

K^*rtl^S' and he reads the 

I*zi - >^^ ^■^^'" hear the like ? 
[■'. J>J""?<: Vomica. What 

i-^'' *■« s^ys tae Hopps, 
'ilJ better gang on wi'' 

X-X43. gie him ony ither 



^^^' 






-:,- 



ti**' 



tvd^*^ 



Feve<' ^ 
time .^^ 



«y 



T«»' 






^♦'^ 



1=> 



dotf 



Via 



^:;>^c«-- "--""-" 



cf 






*< 









t*» 






-iv- 



ill " 



ll« ^^*' f^^ 

a- yea"" '^ j<; 



0* 



theve«^«^%. 3>^^ 



.:«>* 



v^> 



jse 
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A DOCTOR 

"Lord Kilspindie 
[ields, and one w 
told me, the docto 
a year, out of whi 
housekeeper's wag* 
two horses, besides 
and books, which ti. 
in Edinburgh with 
There was only 
plained of the docfc_ 
the new farmer of ]VX 
he was above both ^ 
«ng in his barn. / 
posed at first to be 
'nto that now.) fj 
^^s than he asked 
^^cLure expressed 
"^^ a theological 
''''^ ^%or and ,^ 
*^«ce of Dru^ 
""^^^^ themselves 







rXHE OLD SC^J^OOl^ 

5 him a free house and 
r other, Dru msheugh 
i^l^t get in about j£it^o 
had to pa>r Ixis old 
nd a boy's, 3,iid keep 
e cost of instruments 
ght througrh a friend 
i^ judgment. 

«^an who ever com- 
charges, and that was 

, who was so grood that 
:lies, and held a meet- 
JVIilton the Glen sup^ 
ormon, but I can't g-o 

x-^dMacLureapound ' 
two tracts, whereupon 

.l^inion of Milton, both 
ocfal standpoint, with 
^at an attentivG 
"len could hardly 
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Jamie Soutar was selling his 
and missed the meeting, but '. 
condole with Milton, who wi 
everywhere of the doctor's la 

" Ye did richt tae resist hin- 



roose the Glen tae mak a st 
them in bondage. 

" Thirty shillings for tw 
no mair than seeven mile 
there werena mair than fot 






'hi. 






U^ 




I JOCXOR. JVlACL^UKC ""^ 
/~~^ lead a. solemn pW' 
'"tt the sick bed to tVie *>' 
, ^"'' and g-ive his opinioti 
,*^ ^earthi-ug- -witl-» an a^ 
l^'''»don, bordering^ on the 5> 
houses „„,°^"'; "either the IDrv.mt 
scale. He ^vas £ 



natural, 



'• mantiei-s w-eres <=»n that 

s accustomeca to cJeliver 1 

in the yard, and to ooxaclurfe liis dir 



^it/i one foot in tHe stir 



-«-»r> : 



fc>ut -w-hen 
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the life of Annie JVf itchell was 
way, our doctor said not one 
e sight of his face her hus- 
troubled. 

I man, Tammas, who could 
ming of a sign, and labored 
I disability of speech; but 
lim that day, and a mouth, 
yir lookin', doctor? teJi's 
nnie no' come through?" 
d MacLure straight in the 
inched his duty or said 

thing tae say Annie hes a 
la ; a' doot yir gaein' tae 

he saddle, and as he gav 
I his hand on Ta^ 

^ ^mmas*s 
• the rare caresses th 



ss, but ye 'ill 



.play 




-V """^ 



£ OLD SCHOOx^ 

o^wer late. . . g/^e 
at a' wesna ^^rorthy o' 
ae said, ' Yir ma ain 
d be kinder tae me/ 
id tae be kind, but a' 
es a' micht hae dune 
Tie is bye. . . . Nae- 

slie wes wi' me, and 
me, an' never pit me 
k. . . . An' we never 
ane in twal year. . . . 
in and wife, we were 

• • . Oh, ma bonnie 
ies an' me dae withoot 

s falling fast, the snow 
und, and the merciless 
hrough the dose as 

his sorrow dry-eyed, 
d Drumtochty men. 

Jess moved hand or 



THROUGH THE FLOOD 

foot, but their hearts were with their fellow 
creature, and at length the doctor made a 
sign to Marget Howe, who had come out in 
search of Tammas, and now stood by his 
side. 

"Dinna mourn tae the brakin' o' yir hert, 
Tammas," she said, " as if Annie an' you hed 



never luved. Neither death nor time can 
pairt them that luve ; there's naethin' in a' the 
warld sae strong as luve. If Annie gaes frae 
the sichot ' yir een she 'ill come the nearer tae 
yir hert. She wants tae see ye, and tae hear 
ye say that ye 'ill never forget her nicht nor 
day till ye meet in the land where there's nae 
59 



THR 

ma name, an* a' 
her when there's 
" Can naethin* 
Flora Cammil, ai 
shepherd's wife 1 
sae prood o' ye, a 
hed keepit deith 
no think o' sometl 
her back tae her 
Tammas searched t 
weird light. 

" There's nae poc 
luve," Marget said t 
the weak strong an 
Oor herts were as 
words, an' a' saw 1 
saddle. A' never kei 
hed a share in a'bod 
heaviest wecht o* a' th 
wi' Tammas lookin' a1 
he hed the keys o' lif 
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he wes honest, and wudna hold cot a 
houp tae deceive a sore hert or win es- 
for himsel'." 

Ye needna plead wi' me, Tammas, to dae 
jest a' can for yir wife. Man, a' kent her 
afore ye ever luved her ; a' brocht her 
: the warld, and a' saw her through the 
 when she wes a bit lassikie ; a' closed 
mither's een, and it was me hed tae tell 
ihe wes an orphan, an' nae man wes better 
>ed when she got a gude husband, and a' 
it her wi' her fower bairns. A've naither 
nor bairns o' ma own, an' a' coont a' the 
o' the Glen ma family. Div ye think a' 
la save Annie if I cud? If there wes a 
in Muirtown 'at cud dae mair for her. a'd 
him this verra nicht, but a' the doctors 
;rthshire are helpless for this tribble. 
Fammas, ma puir fallow, if it could avail, 
11 ye a' wud lay doon this auld worn-oot 
le o' a body o' mine j'uist tae see ye baith 



"^■^««' at the fire^ 
^°"% an' can^ 

"When a' , , 
said " . ^OQlcit 

^^'s God's 
a sa/r wuU for xm 
you, doctor, for : 
said the txi-^"- " 

with ^""l 
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them. Me 



... ^^ aio^ 



oafl 



kens, 






Wedutn, 



that I 



in the glen 
still, but wi' 



 « 



heaitW 












sittirt ^. ^ :^^^ 


couth/ . ^ 

said,"a'thocl^r^ 

<" T ^^ 1 


saw. rfe w^tst 


judging thet-et'^ 


'It'sGrOd-S ^ 


a sair wull -Toj. 


you, doctoir, -r^ 


said the nioViti »* 


with Anni^ fcJx^ 


]^ss piokec^ 1 


to the in^iiiTx x-< 


long exj^er-i^x-icr 


with her- ac^crox- 


"Eh, Jess ^ 


wark 3.' ti?=i^ \zr. 


ta'en xrxsL citItlsi 


Urtacti drift - 


wife wes ci^^ix- 
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A it wcs 
- A- said she cudna be cured, an^ ^^^^ ^^ 

ttue, Tor there's juist ae man in ^^^ 

for't, SLx^d they micht as weel try tae g ^ 

> •/! naethin ^a*^ 
mune oot o' heaven. Sae a saia ^^^ 

vex Xammas's hert, - for it's heavy 
withoot regrets. 

" But it's hard, Jess, that motley wull ^Y^ 
life after a', an' if Annie w^es a duchess e 
«^a.n wudna lose her; but bein' only a puir 
<^<=^ttar's wife, she maun dee afoJ-e the week's 

"* Gin we hed him the mom there's little^ 
she would be saved, for he hesna lost 
ir than five per cent, o' his cases, and they 
J ^ -* be puir toon's craturs, no strappin women 
^ -Annie. 

'* 1t*s oot o' the question, Jess, sae hurry up, 
^* for we've hed a heavy day. But it wud 
"^te grandest thing that was ever dune in 
Glen in oor time if it could be managed 
l^ook or crook. 
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THROUGH THE FLOOD 

" We 411 gang and see Drumsheugh, 
he's anither man sin' Geordie Hoo's deitl 
he wes aye kinder than fouk kent;" ar 
doctor passed at a gallop through the v 
whose lights shone across the white 
bound road. 

" Come in by, doctor ; a* heard ye c 
road ; ye 'ill hae been at Tammas Mitel 
hoo's the gudewife ? a* doot she's sober. 

"Annie's deein', Drumsheugh, an' Ta 
is like tae brak his hert." 

" That's no lichtsome, doctor, no lich 
ava, for a' dinna ken ony man in Drumt 
sae bund up in his wife as Tammas 
there's no a bonnier wumman o' he 
crosses our kirk door than Annie, nor a 
erer at her wark. Man, ye 'ill need tae ] 
brains in steep. Is she clean beyond y( 

" Beyond me and every ither in th 
but ane, and it wud cost a hundred g 
tae bring him tae Drumtochty." 
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" Certes, he's no blate ; it's a fell chaii^e for 
a short day's work ; but hundred or no hun- 



dred we 'II hae him, an' no let Annie gan^, 
and her no half her years." 

" Are ye meanin' it, Drumsheugh ?" and 
MacLure turned white below the tan. 



"William MacI 
°"«= of the fe>v eon^*!"^-"' ^=^1 
naebodv n'  ^ xm 

' O'^ fae lift xxie - 

aeicJ. 



^^tra pound ox* =«- 't>eas-t, c 
quarter o' t>a.i-l.^>^, E».n.' -win 
©umbrae ga.es a-fif ta.^ ^et 

U ill ««=• l"=»^«= »=*»= 
'^^'"^ for Flo»^»- ^^„ »^ii. 

^ '"■^ i^'* F"^'^ ,^U tJ''^ 






A DOCTOR OF THE OLI> SCHOOL 

frae tf^^ ^°^ ^^^ ^' ^"'^ lauch at them. Me 
laucH, "^^ macauld, empty hame! 

.. y ir the only man kens, Wedum, that I 
aince l^^ved the noblest wumman in the glen 

or onyw^^"^*' ^' *' ^^"^^ ^er still, but wi' 
anither l"ve noo. 

« c,Yie had given her heart tae anither, or 
aVe ti^oc\A a' micht hae won her, though nae 
man t»e worthy o* sic a gift. Ma hert turned 
tae t»itt«"^^^^' b"t t^at passed awa beside the 
brier t*^^^ "^^^ George Hoo lay yon sad sim- 
mer tit^e. Some day all teU ye ma story. 

WeeliJ*^' ^°' y°" ^' "'^ ^'^e auld freends, and 
will t>e till we dee." 

iVC^cI-ure felt beneath the table for Drums- 
heug:la's hand, but neither man looked at the 
othe^, 

«. V^eel' a' we can dae noo, Weelum, gin we 
haea^ *^''^^ brichtness in oor ain hames. is 

*^^ *^^^^W > ^'''^' ^"^ ^^^' ^°^ i^ Either 
lioos^- ^^^ telegram, man. and Sandy 
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l4v^ \Ditter cold; rou^h ^r.^ . i r V^^ ^ ^ 

v.^t-hout some signs of power i! his e/- *^^. 

T"' '"' T' '"^^'^ ^>^P^ of his noble P^ 

f "7 . f -Lure compassed the V^^'^'^^XyT 

that lent ,tself to histo^^-with t^o f^^^'^^c 
plaids added to »,- • ^st^^^^ 

,„^ T, his equipment — Dr""*^ ^. 

^nd Hillocks h.A .J. .:^iot^e'* 



TnTx. "^ to his equipment— Druti^^'^^ 

urefuJ/ f ^^'^'" attended t1:veii- ^^e 

«retujj of interest .„, o^tli^y .^^ 

in th<- fi ' *'^*^ =»-s soon as ^ t.-h.gut ^ 

" tfte fir woods Ma«*T ,,^ A^ine<i ^^ 

bean eventful Jox^rrxey. ^.^^3. g^t 

J « a noht in he,-^, for tlve wi-<i ^^"^^ the 

^V"" oor <le.t,nat,W _ — ^^ tVveir 

^^^ t-'-es they ie/fc ^1^^ road an^ t^^olc 
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THROUGH THE FLOOD 

way over fields, twice they forced a passage 
through a slap in a dyke, thrice they used 
gaps in the paHng which MacLure had made 
on his downward journey. 

" A' seleckit the road this momin', an' a' 



ken the depth tae an inch ; we 'ill get through 
this steadin' here tae the main road, but oor 
worst job 'ill be crossin' the Tochty. 

" Ye see the bridge hes been shaken wi' 



^croR op ^ 

^ood, and , ■^^«oot 

.V tae ford a^ "^^^rna ve„^ 
c/^<^h Aval ^ ^I^e sZ !'"'' °" 
^^y ^'g. and ^'^^^'s nae ^ 

^4 win 1.1- It's i-u *^O0t 

^^ safer ta^ u^* ^ warstle. 

^,tbewat,r, J^thei„3trun,ents 
^i*- ^^^ till w ^^ '"'■"^ had- 
^^t i« ^^se ^^ ^ ""^ °^en an' keep 
^^^,iver» ^^'^^ on a stane ,„ 
^ ^ they had ^ 

^. ^ cheering "T '° '^^ ^<^^-. 
^"t over the "^^'- ^^^ ^-^ty 

"^ ^ could ''°"^' ^"^ -hiie . 
I ^'^ '°"^,^ ^^ it cover another 
an the trunk of a tree. There are 
,ds, when the water is brown and 
I foam, but this was a winter flood 
ack and sullen, and runs in the 
; a strong, ^^^^^' ^'^^"t current, 
pposite sid^ Hillocks stood to give 

y word art<i ^^^"^' ^ *^^ ^°'^*^ ^^ 
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A DOCTOR OF THE OLD SCHOOI- 

ves. He rose from his seat and ordered 
ure to turn back, declaring that he 
. be condemned utterly and eternally if 
lowed himself to be droA?vrned for any 

■n. 

;it doon," thundered MacLiare ; " con- 
aed ye will be suner or later gin ye shirk 
Juty, but through the water ye gang the 



>» 




joth men spoke much more strongly and 

,rtly, but this is what they intended to say, 

J it was MacLure that prevailed. 

^ss trailed her feet along the ground with 

^,fiing art, and held her shoulder against the 

r^^^ ; MacLure leant forward in his seat, a 

^\t% i** ^^"^ "^^^^^ ^^^ ^'^ ^y^s fixed on Hil- 

icJ^^' "^^^ ^^ ^""^ standing up to the waist 

1 tt^^ ^^'^''' ^^^"ti"g directions and cheering 
^rse and driver. ^ 

^ ^ -^aud^e the richt, doctor ; there's a hole 
on^^'- Keep cot ot for ony sake. That's 

2$0 



THROUGH THE FLOOD 

it ; yir daein' fine. Steady, man, steady. Yir 
at the deepest; sit heavy in yir seats. Up the 
channel noo, and ye '11 be oot o* the swirl. 
Weel dune, Jess, weel dune, auld mare ! Mak 
straicht for me, doctor, an* a'U gie ye the road 
oot. Ma word, yeVe dune yir best, baith o' 
ye this mornin'," cried Hillocks, splashing up 
to the dogcart, now in the shallows. 

" Sail, it wes titch an* go for a meenut in 
the middle; a Hielan* ford is a kittle (haz- 
ardous) road in the snaw time, but ye're 
safe noo. 

*^ Gude luck tae ye up at Westerton, sir ; 
nane but a richt-hearted man wud hae riskit 
the Tochty in flood. Ye*re boond tae succeed 
aifter sic a graund beginnin'," for it had spread 
already that a famous surgeon had ^come 
to do his best for Annie, Tammas Mitchell's 
wife. 

Two hours later MacLure came out from 
Annie's room and laid hold of Tammas, a 
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I <^rr.ed h,m off ,„ ft^ f^ j sp^^** 

*oppin' till a ' ^''"' """ ^^y "** "" ; 1:Vx- 
f till a come for ve an' .'11 sl^"^ 

reside ye for ,J ^^ "°*'^' ^^' ^^^ ^ t»oot 
*^ hoos t7;^^— - ^- a cheep -^- 

"A'JJ . ^""'« s sake." 
if-_,. ''^^ °">^ing ye wacrxt me, t>^^ ' 

"A'Jl come for -, tixere t>® 

^S^r; but what Gammas, gi*^ , the 

^'% minutes did f»^ ^ Ca-l^. ®*^ 







dooi^av. pre, 

for the sun Hb 

^is face w. 

■EAspeth toici IX 

to be seen izhs 

sun itself i„ t^< 

"A' never sa. 

a'll never see thi 

withoot a hitch 

she's fa'in' asleep 

"Di's he tlifrak 

"Ofcoorse -he 

inside a month ; t 

bluided, weel-iivir: 

" Preserve y ^» 

it's a mercx ^' '^^^ 

an/ther job for Sir 

"Ye're a WcHt : 

A'll come back: in 

juist for a. rneem 

word." 



DOCTOR OF THE OLD SCHOOL 

; took him in and let him kneel by 

^gdside. 

jd nothing tHen or afterwards, for 

j^e only once in his lifetime to Tam- 

A-nnie whispered, '* Ma ain dear 

j^e doctor placed the precious bag 

^*^ _ George in our solitary first next 

^ YiC ^^^ ^ cheque beside it and was 

t^ f said the great man. " Mrs. Mac- 
a> ^ 's \ were on the gossip last night, 
1 ^^ the whole story about you and 

■i&f^ ^ some right to call me a coward, 

jj /J-^ let you count me a mean, mis- 

fjff'*^ , and the cheque with Drum- 
■c^^^ ..^/ul writing fell in fifty pieces on 

^ -fi began to move, a voice from 
^^-a^*'^ so that all the station heard- 



-^-^, 

*, 






dee v^, 
„tOod 



George, ^^ 

land. '^ 
" Hillo 
twenty 
ordinary- 



^ ^-^O^ OF THE Ol.X> SCHOOI. 

^* V»' <-^st doctor in the 

-:*- *^*ni the greatest a 

^^X^_^^ honor taeoor-profess^on. 

»X»r^^'^ . J o Hae missed it 
^^-ti-^ a' wudna Hae cynic-in- 

^ ^^^^." said James Soutar cy 

■tVie parish of Drurntochty. 




fiqht 



WITH DEATH. 



-- --"**^sgro-w. the Loncion 

LordKiUpindie-s sHooti^g: lod^e loo 

ijis way from the mooi-, ancd declared 

sibJ^ for Saunders to live tlii-oug-h thr 

'' I fii^^ hitn sisc hours, more or .' 

• ^ nuestion of" tim^," sa.ic3 the o 



*» the brake; 
"as sorry not 

t'Wnd the 

'^°^'i him. 

"""«=>n.3ae 
 "■'! never 

'"' fcen a, 
'■"=•«"■ he's 
■^ s niai,-s 

'^y noth- 
■^amined 
'"to iron 

one en- 
= Was a 

mighty 



A. 



power 



whi^h 



chty. 



Drumto 

"The ^^W 
wud sough a^ 
he's an authi^ 
an' ought ta^ 

" It's may , 
frae him, atx^ it: 
Saunders t^^ ^i 



.c^ 



>z^^ 






Saunders 



^^s 



he's as Ui^^ ^ 




man, but i^ ^*.i>^ 

across si^ W<^ 

tion a' K; ^V ^^ i 



wrastl^ 





an' of 



^^W^ i< 



feckl 



^s^ 



""^^^^^* 



.^' 




air, an' ea-tixi' n^.^tzl:ii 

drinkin' nae-tJijn ' Jt>ut 

an' folio win' tJae- j=>2oo 

sweet-sin ell in' G3.i-titi, 3 

haytime and l^a.T~\^^s1:_, 

him were iron, 3.n' txi^ <z 

o' an oak trG^. 

"He's a. w^a.^som^ sic; 
ders wes sl h>xjiiT-<dly in^n SLince, ai 
lat his life t>e -t^k^i-i li<^li^1zly frae I 
he hesna sinn^ci sL^3.i nst I^atur 
'ill stand by Inirxx noo ira his oor . 
" A.' d.au.rT\a. SE».y yeta., ^Bell, r 
■wud. \i\ce, for tVxis is sltx e^-v£l cJisea 
treaclxerovis a^s -tlx.^ d^^-vil liimseJ 
say na-y, sslg Vce^t* V*-''^ Inert fraed 
" Xt ^^^-uW■V>e a. sa-ir- tectit, but i 
one: -w-y or a,Tv\.\;tv^&Tr t>y sax o'cic 
xnorxi. TSiae; wva-Tv «z:b..yv v^^^opbecee 

lz>vit EL«= fWirv^ \.s. ofeTtaitv. a'U no 
i:>x-x:ixxitoc:l:vty «:vaiv a^oTe b\sVvme 



^^V ""*'=' 






" It 'ill be a 1 "^- *e ,: 



but a' wud raitHer T. '^^^^Ht _ ^ 

tae gie a hand ? •• '^len. y, 

"Me feared? jnq- 

camtacme a haair,_ ' ^"^'»'y- IV 

heugh for twenty y ^r»cl i^^^, ^^^ 

dour chiel, hes a rait^f"/ ^^ <*= 
Itswa«o«ie tae 3e= him l^r^' 
like some dumb animal rrae „„„ 
a„. no able tae ajns-iver his aii, v 
speaks. 

"Div ye think. Weelum, he he 
" That he hes, at ony rate, and 
,ir blame or xnine if he hesna r i 
\Vhile he was speafcingr, MacJ 
xos 
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^at and waistcoat ^^^oo^ 

.^ ^ of the doo. '^'^ hi,,, 

^X^^%<^^- nothing butl ^^^^ bare f "^ ^^ 

'^ ^,f-^ finger?, ^'^^^ri^r'"^^- 

t^-<^ for a' sir ^^^^^ afterw?^ ^^ ^-'" 

V«d-up f«<^ht atween hi J "^f '"^ ^^s tae fae a 
. and "«vhen a' *u ^ *n' dein, c 

^. Uent wha wud ;,i„, ° Bell an' her ba,v„, 
"'Affwi'yir,,,,^ 

Lure; <ye 'iu „^j tae ? ^"^^' ^^^^^ Mac- 
«icht; gither a- the paii3 i '^"' /'^ ^^^^^ the 
tiiem at the sp^ng, ,„. '^ ^^e hoose and fin 

y^ ^' the carry^in'. ' " '^°'"* ^°°n tae help 

It Was a 

" "■*»' i "^ * ' w of «at.; 
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A FIGHT WITH DEATt 

I "'■• Drumsheugh blowing 

. ' and when thev laid 

^heir burden i 

. ' ^here the bit 
cure u 

a«-T ^^ been put 

y^ ^^rge tub held 

L ^itre, Drums- 

_ . * looked curi- , 

^ at the doctor, l 

J, ^o, a'm no daft;'^ 

t ^^dna be feared;^ 

fl^^ ^ir tae get yir '^ 

(L ^^esson in medicine the nicht, 

._ ^attle ye can set up for yerse\ 

s(j. ^There's twa dangers tV\a 

g^ *~*gth fails, an' that tHe force 
^ ^-^s ; and we have juist t-wa -we 
(-J ^on milk on the dra-vvers' 

^^ le of wh.islcy is tae keep up 
f this cool caller water is tae 



A DOCTOR OF THE OLD SCHOOL 

" We 411 cast oot the fever by the virtue o* 
the earth an' the water." 

" Div ye mean tae pit Saunders in the tub ? " 

" Ye hiv it noo, Drumsheugh, and that's 
hoo a' need yir help." 

*^ Man, Hillocks," Drumsheugh used to 
moralize, as often as he remembered that crit- 
ical night, " it wes humblin' tae see hoo low 
sickness can bring a pooerfu' man, an* ocht 
tae keep us frae pride. 

" A month syne there wesna a stronger man 
in the Glen than Saunders, an' noo he wes 
juist a bundle o' skin and bone, that naither 
saw nor heard, nor moved nor felt, that kent 
naethin' that was dune tae him. 

" Hillocks, 2L wudna hae wished ony man 
tae hev seen Saunders — ^for it wull never pass 
frae before ma een as long as a' live — but a' 
wish a' the Glen hed stude by MacLure kneel- 
in* on the floor wi' his sleeves up tae his ox- 
ters and waitin' on Saunders. 
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A FIGHT WITH DEA 

" Yon big man wes as pitifu* 
wumman, and when he laid the 
his bed again, he happit him ov 
dis her bairn." 

Thrice it was done, Drui 
bringing up colder water from 1 
twice MacLure was silent ; but 
time there was a gleam in his e 

"We're haudin' oor ain; ^ 
maistered, at ony rate ; mair a* 
three oors. 

" We *ill no need the water 
heugh ; gae oot and tak a brej 
on gaird masel." 

It was the hour before 
Drumsheugh wandered throug 
trodden since childhood. The 
ing in the pastures ; their shad< 
a patch of whiteness here and 
weird suggestion of death, 
bum running over the stones ; 

log 
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he had made a dam that lasted till winter. 
The hooting of an owl made him start ; one 
had frightened him as a boy so that he ran 
home to his mother — she died thirty years 
ago. The smell of ripe corn filled the air ; it 
would soon be cut and garnered. He could 



see the dim outlines of his house, all dark and 
cold ; no one he loved was beneath the roof 
The lighted window in Saunders' cottage told 
where a man hung between life and death, but 
love was in that home. The futility of life 
arose before this lonely man, and overcame 



^o. 






best ^ ^ op 



x:>^. " ^d 



s^w was the ^"^ ""^ «»« j^^ ^' ^^ *«« 

clenched fig^ /*^or s/tf,- ^^^m^ j^ 



He wok, "■'■" ">- v/"" "^d. - " ^^- 
flooded „ia,; 7'» a ^^'on ,f 



^= "-to^r."-'' rir^"'-. .„: r- 



speattag ^ " «™ beodj J'«Ov„ " ""=0- 



"It's »- ^^unders. ^ ov, 



'fen ; dinna launders, j^ °«a> and 

*^'' ^'•^P n!? ^^ ^P^lc ''''*'^'- Macl 

come to ^V sleep, all to ^«cj fi^,^^^^«-" 

-^f<:,;nd. tO a.;:^^- into 

..stco., th, floor, pie,,^^cX.,,^'^o^i,^ 

^ ^ent out at the f ^'*« col?^"^ 
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>or ^'id 






garden, J[/^I^i^i 
byre, whet-^ ^^ 

ti.€Xft. for B^Xl '^ 
stix^ of cor-x:* :^ 

teached an oja^ 
halt, and X>c>ct:<; 
himself to g^o. 

His coat heflt^ 
as far as he coia] 
he would have s] 
mile from Sauri* 
was useless fof 
struck Dr\arT\s^ 
nigh levellea "^ 
and then. tVxe ^ 
bulletin, 

nicht, V>x.»^ y, 
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A DOCTOR OF THE: OLD SCHOOL 

" Hes got by tHe wstrst clean and fair, an 
wi' him that's as good as cure. 

" It' ill be a graund waukenin' for Beli; she 
'iU no be a weedow yet, nor the bairnies fath- 
erless. 

"There's nae use glowerin' at me. Drums- 
heugh, for a body's daft at a time, an' a' canna 
contain maseU and a'm no gfaein' tae try." 
1 Then it dawned on Drumsheug-h that the 

\ doctor was attempting the Highland fling. 

I " He's 'ill made tae t>eg"in wi\" Drumsheugh 

explained in the kirkyard next Sabbath, 
'' and ye ken he's been terrible mishannelled 
by accidents, sae ye may think what like it 
Tves, but, as sure as deith, o' a' the Hielan 
flings a' ever saw yon wes the bonniest. 

^^ j!\' hevna shaken ma ain legs for thirty 

y^^rs, but a' confess tae a turn masel. Ye 

fl^^yr iauch an' ye like, neeburs, but the thocht 

o* ^^11 Sin' the news that wres waitin' li 

^h^ fc^etter o' me." ^^ ^^^ 
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A FIGHT WITH DEATH 

Drumtochty did not laugh. 1 
looked as if it could have done c 
wise for joy. 

" A" wud hae made a third gin : 
there," announced Hillocks, aggres 

" Come on, Drumsheugh," said J 



tar, " gie's the end o't ; it wes a 
mornin'." 

" ' We're twa auld fules,' says Mac 
me, and he gaithers up his claithes. 
set us better tae be tellin' Bell.' 

"She wes sleepin' on the top o' 
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A FIGHT WITH Dg 

" ' Ye've been the instruaier 
Lure. Ye wudna gie him up_ 



^TE>^- 



naeithercud for k- - a-'V^ ' 

An afore Ma^i____^^ fceO"^ 
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daein'. Bell lifted his hand, to 



ber lips an 



kissed it." 

"Did she, though ? " cried Jamie. "' Wha 
wudhaethocht there wes as mucUle spunk in 
Bell ? '■ 

" MacLure, of coorse, was clean scandal- 
ized," continued Drumsheugh, " an* pooed 
.awa his hand as if it hed been burned. 

"Naemancan thole that kind o* fraikin', 
.and a' never heard o* sic a thing in the parish, 
but we maun excuse Bell, neeburs ; it wes an 
occasion t>y ordinar," and Drumsheugh made 
Bell's apology to IDrumtochty for such an ex- 
cess of fe^l'"g- 

.,j^. g^e naethin- tae excuse," insisted 
Jatnie, wh*^ was in great fettle that Sabbath ; 
.. the doctor hes never been burdened wi' fees' 
anda'm W*3e'"' he coonted a wumman's grati- 
tude that he_ saved frae weedowhood the best 
j,e e^e^ SO*- 

" ^' ^^^ ""^ "^ '^^ ^---e last nicht." con- 
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->^ight be heard, and wcrG not disappointed 
that morning, for the minister continued : 

" Especially we tender Thee hearty thanks 
that Thou didst spare Xhy servant who was 
brought down into the dust of death, and hast 
given him back to his \vife a.nd children, and 
linto that end didst wonderfully bless the skill 
of him who goes out and in amongst us, the 
beioved physician of this parish and adjacent 
<^isti'ic:ts." 

<^ IDidna a,' tell ye, neeburs ? " said Jamie, as 
they 3tood at the kirkyard grate before dispers- 
ing- -- there's no a man in the coonty cud hae 
duner it better. 'Beloved physician,' an' his 
^ skill,' tae, an' bringing in ' adjacent districts' - 
that'^ GlenUrtach; it wes handsome, and the 
doctox- earned it, ay, every word. 

" Xt's an awfu> peety he didna hear yon • but 

dear Icnows whar he is the day maf.^ /•, , 

•^' rnaist likely 

jsLtnie stopped suddenly at th^ 

J / t rne sound of a 
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ately, " say what ye like." Then they all 
looked towards .lirr., and Jamie led. 

" Hurrah," swinging his Sabbath hat in the 



air, " hurrah," and once more, " hurrah," 
Whinnie Knowe, Drumsheugh, and Hillocks 



flOl 



«T 



viTH Death 



-[-animas MitcJicll 
joining lustily, b" ^^ had tad a, *•>, 
all before hin,f-,.„^^,j^^^^_^J^^^~ 
expression for his • cq ^ 

unnecessary. 

It was a solitary experience for ho^^^ 
rider, and Jess bolted without delay, g^^ ^"^ 
sound followed and surrounded them, and as 
they passed the corner of the kirkyard, a figure 
waved his college cap over the wall and gave 
a cheer on his own account. 

" God bless you, doctor, and well done." 

" If it isna the minister," cried Drumsheugh, 
" in his goon an' bans ; tae think o' that; but 
a' respeck him for it." 

Then Drumtochty became self-conscious, 
and went home in confusion of face and un- 
broken silence, except Jamie Soutar, who 
faced his neighbors at the parting of the ways 
without shame, 

" A' wud dae it a' ower again if a' hed the 
chance ; he got naethin' but his due." 
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It was two miles before Jess composed her 
mind, and the doctor and she could discuss i 

quietly together. , 

- A' can hardly believe ma ears, Jess, an 
the Sabbath tae; their verra jidgment hes 
gane frae the fouk o' Drumtochty. 

*' They've heard about Saunders, a'm think- 
in', wumman, and they're pleased we brocht 
him roond ; he's fairly on the mend, ye ken, 
noo. 

*' A' never expeckit the like o* this, though, 
and it wes juist a wee thingie mair than a' cud 
hae stude. 

" Ye hev yir share in't tae, lass ; we Ve hed 
mony a hard nicht and day thegither, an' yon 
wes cor reward. No mony men in this warld 
'ill ever get a better, for it cam frae the hert o' 
honest fouk." 
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leg, and the Glen was depend- 
ent on the dubious ministrations of the 
Kildrummie doctor. Mrs. Macfayden also 
pretended to recall a " whup " of some kind 
or other he had in the fifties, but this was con- 
sidered to be rather a pyrotechnic display of 
133 
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4-Vi n a serious 
Elspeth's superior memory than 

statement of fact. MacLure could not 
ridden through the snow of forty winters witn- 
out suffering, yet no one ever heard him com- 
plain, and he never pled illness to any mes- 
seng'er by night or day. 

"It took me," said Jamie Soutar to Milton 
afterwards, " the feck o' ten meenuts tae howk 
him 'a.n' Jess cot ae snawy nicht when Drums 
turned bad sudden, and if he didna try to ex- 
cuse Jaimself for no hearing me at aince wi' 
some story aboot juist comin' in frae Glen Ur- 
tach, 3-ri*^ "° bein' in his bed for the laist twa 

nichts- 

"H^ wes that carefu' o' himsel an' lazy 
that if it ^^^"^ been for the siller, a've often 
*^ocht, ^'^'°"' ^« w"d never hae dune ^ 
^^n^^l^r^^^ °' ^^'•k in the Glen. 

'-Hr^^t^^^ered me wes the wy the bairns 
^ere <^'^" '" ^^ l»m. Man, aVe seen .,• 
t^fc ^^ laddie on hi« V ^'"^ 

. ^ic ^ ^ n his knee that his ain 
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an' hoo he aye hed a couthy word for sick 
fouk. Weemen hae nae discernment, Milton ; 
tae hear them speak ye wud think MacLure 
hed been a releegious man like yersel, al- 
though, as ye said, he wes little mair than a 
Gallio. 

" Bell Baxter was haverin' awa in the shop 
tae sic an extent aboot the wy MacLure 
brocht roond Saunders when he hed the fever 
that d! gied oot at the door, a' wes that dis- 
gusted, an* a*m telt when Tammas Mitchell 
heard the news in the smiddy he wes juist on 
the greeting. 

"The smith said that he wes thinkin' o' 
Annie's tribble, but ony wy a' ca* it rael baimly. 
It's no like Drumtochty; ye're setting an 
example, Milton, wi' yir composure. But a' 
mind ye took the doctor's meesure as sune as 
ye cam intae the pairish." 

It is the penalty of a ^cynic that he must 
have some relief for his secret grief, and Mil- 
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gacin' tae Brochty for a turn o' the hot baths ; 

they're fine for the rheumatics. 

" WuU ye no come wi' me for auld lane 



syne ? it's lonesome for a solitary man, an' it 
wud dae ye gude." 

" Na, na, Drumsheugh," said MacLure, who 
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freends* eyes withoot a fecht, an' refusin* tae 
gang tae a puir wumman in her tribble, an' 
frichtenin' the bairns — no, a'm no dune — and 
scourgin' us wi' fees, and livin' yersel' on the 

fat o' the land. 

" YeVe been carryin' on this trade ever sin 
yir father dee*d, and the Glen didna notis. 
But ma word, theyVe fund ye oot at laist, an' 
they're gaein' tae mak ye suffer for a' yir ill 
usage. Div ye understand noo ?" said Jamie, 
savagely. 

For a while MacLure was silent, and then 
he only said : 

" It's little a' did for the puir bodies ; but 
ye hev a gude hert, Jamie, a rael good hert." 

It was a bitter December Sabbath, and the 

fathers were settling the affairs of the parish 

ankle deep in snow, when MacLure's old 

housekeeper told Drumsheugh that the doctor 

was not able to rise, and wished to see him in 

the afternoon. 
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" Ay, ay/' said Hillocks, shaking his head, 
and that day Drumsheugh omitted four 
pews with the ladle, while Jamie was so 
vicious on the way home that none could 
endure him. 

Janet had lit a fire in the unused grate, and 
hung a plaid by the window to break the 
power of the cruel north wind, but the bare 
room with its half-a-dozen bits of furniture 
and a worn strip of carpet, and the outlook 
upon the snow drifted up to the second pane 
of the window and the black firs laden with 
their icy burden, sent a chill to Drumsheugh's 
heart. 

The doctor had weakened sadly, and could 
hardly lift his head, but his face lit up at the 
sight of his visitor, and the big hand, which 
was now quite refined in its whiteness, came 
out from the bed-clothes with the old warm 

grip. 

"Come in by, man, and sit doon; it's an 
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t ye in Drumtochty ; " 
ked wistfully for some 

lethin* can be dune, an* 
or ony doctor. There's 
mista'en, an' a' heard it 
't deith for ither fouk 
^"t ma ain time hes 

"'orth mentionin' a bit 

^' a've hed a graund con- 
fcur Worn oot, Paitrick ; 
*ri' its past curin'." 
t over to the fireplace, 
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tor's eyes '' tae say neathin' o' the Highlan' 

fling;' 

The remembrance of that great victory came 

upon Drumsheugh, and tried his fortitude. 

" What 'ill become o's when ye're no here 
tae gie a hand in time o* need ? we 'ill tak ill 
wi' a stranger that disna ken ane o's frae an- 
ither." 

^' It's a' for the best, Paitrick, an' ye 'ill see 
that in a whilie. A've kent fine that ma day 
wes ower, an' that ye sud hae a younger man. 

" A' did what a' cud tae keep up wi' the 
new medicine, but a' hed little time for readin', 
an' nane for traivellin'. 

" A'm the last o' the auld schule, an' a' ken 
as weel as onybody thet a' wesna sae dainty 
an' fine-mannered as the town doctors. Ye 
took me as a' wes, an' naebody ever cuist up 
tae me that a' wes a plain man. Na, na ; ye've 
been rael kind an' conseederate a' thae years." 

" Weelum, gin ye cairry on sic nonsense ony 
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langer," interrupted Dri 
leave the hoose ; a' can 

" If s the truth, Paitr 
wi* our wark, far a'm fai. 

" Gie Janet ony sticks 
tae furnish a hoose, and 
pay the wricht (undertak 
digger). If the new doctt 
and no verra rich, ye mi( 
buiks an' instruments ; it 'i 

"But a! wudna like y« 
she's been a faithfu' servai 
There's a note or twa in tt 
an' if ye kent ony man that 
o' grass and a sta' in his stabl 
her maister — ' 

" Confoond ye, Weelum," h 
heugh; "its doonricht cruel 
like this tae me. Whar wud 
tae Drumsheugh ? she 'ill hae 
an' manger sae lang as she '. 
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wudna like tae see anither man on Jess, and 
nae man 'ill ever touch the auld mare." 




" Dinna mind me, Paitrick, for a' expeckit 
this ; but ye ken we're no verra gleg wi' oor 
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the doctor's face where the shadow was now 
settling. 

" Ma mither aye wantit this read tae her 
when she wes sober "(weak), and Drumsheugh 



began, " In My Father's house are many man- 
sions," but MacLure stopped him. 

" It's a bonnie word, an' yir mither wes a 
sanct; but it's no for the Ukeo' me. Ifs ower 
gude ; a' dauma tak it. 

" Shut the buik an' let it open itsel, an' ye 
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" Cud ye . . . pit up a bit prayer, Paitrick ? " 
" A* haena the words," said Drumsheugh in 
great distress ; " wud ye like's tae send for the 
minister ? ** 

" Ifs no the time for that noo, an* a' wud 
rather hae yersel * — juist what's in yir heart, 
Paitrick : the Almichty 411 ken the lave (rest) 
Himser." 

So Drumsheugh knelt and prayed with 
many pauses. 

" Almichty God . . . dinna be hard on Wee- 
lum MacLure, for he's no been hard wi' ony- 
body in Drumtochty. ... Be kind tae him as 
he's been tae us a' for forty year. . . . We're 
a' sinners afore Thee. . . . Forgive him what 
he's dune wrang, an' dinna cuist it up tae him. 
. . . Mind the fouk he's helpit . . . the wee- 
men an' bairnies ... an' gie him a welcome 
hame, for he's sair needin't after a' his wark. 
. . . Amen." 

" Thank ye, Paitrick, and gude nicht tae ye. 
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we're baith gettin' auld, an' diriiia t^^ ^^^B^e^ 
wV the nicht wark. ^ 

"We 'ill sune be liame rtocy f^^ 
black wood, and it's no iangr ^^'^^f U^ 
ready for oor beds, Jess ; . - - ^X^ -^ * 
atatime; monya mile weVe S^^^ 

" Yon's the Hcht in the kitclien .^^_^ 

nae wonder ye're nickering (neig:hm^>^ 
it's been a stiff journey ; a'm tired^ ''^^./ 
a'm tired tae deith/' and the voicG cfi^ into 

silence. 

Drumsheugh held his friend's hand, MrW^Jdlt 
now and again tightened in his, and as >ie 
watched, a change came over the face on ttr^e 
pillow beside him. The lines of wearitie^^ 
disappeared, as if God's hand had passed ovey- 
it- and peace began to gather round the 
closed eyes. 

The doctor has forgotten the toil of later 
years, and has gone back to his boyhood. 

** The lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want," 
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^\Vated. till h« <=^ ^, 
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snowfall in Drumtochtj 
century. The snow was deep on tl 
day, and the men that gave notic 
funeral had hard work to reach 
tor's distant patients. On Tuesday 
it began to fall again in heavy, fle< 
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leith wy, an' a'm telt there's nae road; an' 



it's aucht mile 

■^* round; " and 

Jamie proceeded to review the Glen in every 

detail of age, driftiness of road and strength of 
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bearing the marks of a wild passage in the 
snow-covered wheels, a broken shaft tied with 
rope, a twisted lamp, and the panting horses, 
pulled up between two rows of farmers, and 
Drumsheugh received his lordship with evi- 
dent emotion. 

" Ma lord .... we never thocht o* this 
.... an' sic a road." 

" How are you, Drumsheugh ? and how are 
you all this wintry day ? That's how I'm 
half an hour late ; it took us four hours' stiff 
work for sixteen miles, mostly in the drifts, of 
course." 

" It wes gude o' yir lordship, tae mak sic an 
effort, an' the hale Glen wull be gratefu' tae 
ye, for ony kindness tae him is kindness tae us." 

*^ You make too much of it, Drumsheugh," 
and the clear, firm voice was heard of all ; " it 
would have taken more than a few snow drifts 
to keep me from showing my respect to Will- 
iam MacLure's memory." 
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in our service, and we are not afraid of a 
few minutes* cold at his funeral." 

A look flashed round the stern faces, and 
was reflected from the minister, who seemed 
to stand higher. 

His prayer, we noticed with . critical appre- 
ciation, was composed for the occasion, and the 
first part was a thanksgiving to God for the 
life work of our doctor, wherein each clause 
was a reference to his services and sacrifices. 
No one moved or said Amen — it had been 
strange with us — ^but when every man had 
heard the gratitude of his dumb heart offered 
to heaven, there was a great sigh. 

After which the minister prayed that we 
might have grace to live as this man had done 
from youth to old age, not for himself, but for 
others, and that we might be followed to our 
grave by somewhat of "that love wherewith we 
mourn this day Thy servant departed." Again 
the same sigh, and the minister said Amen. 
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The " wricht " stood in the doo 
speaking, and four stalwart men c 
They were the volunteers that ^ 
coffin and carry it for the first sta 
Tammas, Annie Mitchell's man; 
was Saunders Baxter, for whose 
had his great fight with death ; ; 
was the Glen Urtach shepherd foi 
sake MacLure suffered a broken 
fractured ribs in a drift; and 
Dunleith man, had his own reas : 
brance. 

** He's far lichter than ye wud 
big a man — ^there wesna mucl 
ye see — but the road is heavy, . 
ye aifter the first half mile." 

" Ye needna tribble yersel, ^^ 
man from Glen Urtach ; " theT 
in the cairryin' the day," anc 
thankful some one had saved 1 

Surely no funeral is like un' 
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whiteness of the Glen, th^ 
lordship and £)rums/ie«g..^°^^ ^r. 
others as they pleased, but ' ^^^^"^ 
usual, because the snovtr ^ *" ^ 

J L *^^ either 

deep, and because this wa^ „ , 

^•^ not as oth 
als. They could see the xir^^ 

'^"c Women stai 
the door of every house on the hillsi 
weeping, for each family had some good 
in forty years to remember MacLure. 
Bell Baxter saw Saunders alive, and the 
of the doctor that saved him on her i 
shoulder, she bowed her head on the c 
and the bairns in the villagj made such a 
for him they loved that the men nearly 
graced themselves. 

" A'm gled we're through that, at ony rat 
said Hillocks ; " he wes awfu' taen up wi' ti 
bairns, conseederin' he hed nane o' his ain." 

There was only one drift on the road be 
tween his cottage and the kirkyard, and it hac 
been cut early that morning. 
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Before daybreak Saunders had roused the 
lads in the bothy, and they had set to work by 
the light of lanterns with such good will that, 
when Drumsheugh came down to engineer a 
circuit for the funeral, there was a fair passage. 



witli walls of snow twelve feet high on either 
side. 

" Man, Saunders," he said, " this wes a kind 
thocht, and rael weel dune." 

But Saunders' only reply was this : 
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the turf had been spread, Lx)rd Kilspindie 
spoke : 

" Friends of Drumtochty, it would not be 
right that we should part in silence and no 
man say what is in every heart. We have 
buried the remains of one that served this 
Glen with a devotion that has known no re- 
serve, and a kindliness that never failed, for 
more than forty years. I have seen many 
brave men in my day, but no man in the 
trenches of Sebastopol carried himself more 
knightly than William MacLure. You will 
never have heard from his lips what I may 
tell you to-day, that my father secured for him 
a valuable post in his younger days, and he 
preferred to work among his own people; and 
I wished to do many things for him when he 
was old, but he would have nothing for him- 
self He will never be forgotten while one of 
us lives, and I pray that all doctors every- 
where may share his spirit. If it be your 
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A DOCTOR OF THE OLD SCHOOL 

not be asking him about his professions, for 
the doctor's judgment hass been ready long 
ago ; and it iss a good judgment, and you and I 
will be happy men if we get the like of it. 

" It is written in the Gospel, but it iss Wil- 
liam MacLure that will not be expecting it.'» 

" What is't Lachlan ? '* asked Jamie Soutar 
eagerly. 

The old man, now very feeble, stood in the 
middle of the road, and his face, once so hard, 
was softened into a winsome tenderness. 

" * Come, ye blessed of My Father ... I 
was sick and ye visited Me.' " 
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